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 West Midlands 
Cancer Intelligence Unit 

 
WORKING TOGETHER TO MEET  
CANCER INTELLIGENCE NEEDS 

 
 

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 
 

         
Tuesday 30 October 2007 

 

Registration                             
Location: Foyer, Hall 9  

(Ground Floor) 
08.00 

Coffee & poster setup 
Location: Hall 11  

(First Floor) 

09.30 Conference commences Location: Hall 9 

09.30 
Welcome – Dr Gill Lawrence, Director, West Midlands Cancer Intelligence 
Unit 

 
Session 1 

 
National and Regional Cancer Intelligence Strategic Developments 
Chair: Dr Gill Lawrence, Director, WMCIU 
 

09.35 Professor Alex Markham, Chair, Cancer Reform Strategy Working Group on 
Clinical Outcomes Data Collection and Professor of Medicine, University of 
Leeds 
Title:  Cancer intelligence: a forward look 

10.00 Dr Rashmi Shukla CBE, Regional Director of Public Health/Medical Director, 
Department of Health – West Midlands 
Title:  Regional public health intelligence and cancer registries 

10.30 Mr Chris Carrigan, National Co-ordinator for Cancer Registration, National 
Cancer Action Team 
Title:  The development of a national cancer intelligence network 

11.00 Coffee & poster viewing 
Location: Hall 11  

(First Floor) 
 
Session 2 

 
Working with the Professional Bodies  
Chair: Professor David Forman 
Director, Northern & Yorkshire Cancer Registry & Information Service 

11.30 Dr John Browne, Senior Lecturer in Outcome Assessment, Clinical 
Effectiveness Unit, The Royal College of Surgeons of England 
Title:  The National Mastectomy and Breast Reconstruction Audit  

12.00 Professor John Newton, Consultant in Public Health and Head of Health 
Improvement, South Central Strategic Health Authority 
Title:  Promoting a strategic approach to information for public health 

12.30 Lunch  
Location: Hall 10  

(Ground Floor) 

followed by Coffee & poster viewing 
Location: Hall 11 

(First Floor) 
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Conference recommences  
Location: Hall 9 (Ground Floor) 

 
Session 3 

 
Working with the Health Protection Agency and other Government 
Agencies 
Chair: Dr Jem Rashbass 
Director, Eastern Cancer Registration & Information Centre 
 

13.25 Professor Martyn Regan, Deputy Director/Regional Consultant 
Epidemiologist, Health Protection Agency (North West) 
Title:  Cancer Intelligence and the Health Protection Agency 

13.50 Dr Mamoona Tahir, Consultant in Communicable Disease Control, West 
Midlands East Health Protection Unit 
Title: Investigation of a neuroblastoma cluster in Coventry(O17) 

14.05 Professor Rajan Madhok, Clinical Director, CSC Alliance   
Title: Integrated cancer care: how can the ‘IT’ supplier help? 

14.30 Miss Lesley Fairley, Senior Medical Statistician, Northern & Yorkshire Cancer 
Registry & Information Service 
Title: Trends in localised prostate cancer management and survival in the 
Northern & Yorkshire region (O01) 

14.45 Miss Catherine Thomson, Associate Director of Research, Information & 
Computing, WMCIU 
Title: Post operative wound complications and systemic recurrence in breast 
cancer (O02) 

15.00 Mr Peter Treasure, Statistician, Eastern Cancer Registration & Information 
Centre 
Title:  Inappropriate categorisation of explanatory variables: A collaboration 
with the statistical laboratory, University of Cambridge (O03) 

15.15 Tea & poster viewing 
Location: Hall 11  

(First Floor) 
 
Session 4 

 
Working with Cancer Networks and MDT Co-ordinators  
Chair: Dr Tony Moran  
Director of Intelligence & Research, North West Cancer Intelligence Service 
 

15.45 Mr Anthony Walsh, Service Improvement Lead, 3 Counties Cancer Network  
Title: The developing role of MDT Co-ordinators 

16.15 Miss Alexandra Thackeray, Deputy Director, Trent Cancer Registry 
Title:  Improving outcomes data by increasing staging information and 
building links with Multi-Disciplinary Teams (O04) 

16.30 Mr Andy Smith, Head of IT, Trent Cancer Registry 
Title:  A pathological challenge (O05) 

16.45 Mr Sean McPhail, Head of Cancer Analysis, South West Public Health 
Observatory 
Title:  Treatment outcomes and survival in invasive bladder tumours (O06) 

17.00 Dr David Greenberg, Senior Analyst, Eastern Cancer Registration and 
Information Centre 
Title:  Centralisation of services for gynaecological cancer improves survival 
(O07) 

17.15 Close & poster viewing 
Location: Hall 11  

(First Floor) 
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17.30 UKACR/MDT Co-ordinators Workshop 
Facilitated workshop for regional MDT co-ordinators and 
cancer registry representatives (invitation only) 
 

Location: Hall 9 
(Ground Floor) 

 

18.15 Close 

19.30 Drinks Reception, Birmingham Botanical Gardens 

20.00 Conference Dinner and Dance 

01.00 End 

 
 

Wednesday 31 October 2007 
 

08.30 Registration    
Location: Foyer, Hall 9  

(Ground Floor) 

08.45 UKACR Annual General Meeting Location: Hall 9 

09.15 Break 

 
Session 5 

 
Working with the Cancer Screening Programmes and Childhood 
Cancer Registries 
Chair: Dr Monica Roche 
Medical Director, Oxford Cancer Intelligence Unit 
 

09.30 Mrs Julietta Patnick CBE, Director, NHS Cancer Screening Programmes   
Title:  Cancer screening and the cancer registries: working together 

10.00 Dr Sabine Siesling, Head of Dept of Research and Registration, 
Comprehensive Cancer Centre Stedendriehoek Twente 
Title:  Mass screening programmes in relation to trends in incidence and 
mortality of cervical cancer between Finland and the Netherlands (O08) 

10.15 Dr Max Parkin, Project Director, CRUK centre for Epidemiology, Maths & 
Statistics 
Title:  Cancer scenarios for the UK (O09) 

10.30 Mrs. Sheila Parkes, Research Associate, West Midlands Regional Children’s 
Tumour Registry (WMRCTR) 
Title:  Long-term health effects of cancer in childhood (O10) 

10.45 Dr Robert Alston, Research Statistician, University of Manchester 
Title:  Trends in cancer incidence in 13 to 24 year olds in England, 1979 – 
2003. (O11) 

11.00 Coffee & poster viewing 
Location: Hall 11  

(First Floor) 
 
Session 6 

 
Working with Public Health Observatories  
Chair: David Meechan  
Director, Trent Cancer Registry & Director, East Midlands Public Health 
Observatory 
 

11.20 Dr Julia Verne, Deputy Regional Director of Public Health for the South West 
and Director of the South West Public Health Observatory 
Title:  The cancer registry role in the context of regional public health 
intelligence 
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11.50 Mr Peter Madden, Senior Researcher/Statistician, Thames Cancer Registry 
Title:  Trends in occurrence of secondary primary cancers in the Thames 
Cancer Registry (TCR) (O12) 

12.05 Professor Henrik Møller, Director, Thames Cancer Registry 
Title:  Do men and women with similar cancers receive similar treatments? 
(O13) 

12.20 Miss Stacey Croft, Public Health Information Specialist, West Midlands Public 
Health Observatory  
Title:  Identifying outliers – use of funnel plots to analyse cancer incidence 
and mortality rates in the West Midlands (O14) 

12.35 Lunch 
Location: Hall 10  

(Ground Floor) 

followed by Coffee & poster viewing 
Location: Hall 11  

(First Floor) 

Conference recommences 
Location: Hall 9 (Ground Floor) 

 
Session 7 

 
Working at International Level  
Chair: Professor Henrik Møller 
Director, Thames Cancer Registry 
 

13.30 Professor Franco Berrino MD, Chief Dept of Preventive & Predictive Medicine  
Head of Unit of Epidemiology, Istituto Nazionale Tumori, Milan 
Title:  EUROCARE 4 

 
Dr Berrino’s presentation is sponsored by 

Cancer Research UK 

14.00 Ms Amy Downing, Research Fellow, Northern & Yorkshire Cancer Registry & 
Information Service 
Title:  A comparison of survival from cutaneous malignant melanoma by 
tumour thickness in Yorkshire, UK and New South Wales, Australia between 
1993 – 2003 (015) 

14.15 Mr Charles Stiller, Senior Research Fellow & Registry Director, Childhood 
Cancer Research Group 
Title:  National estimates of childhood cancer in Europe (O16) 

14.30 Poster awards presentation 
 

14.50 2008 UKACR 17th Annual Conference presentation 
Dr Monica Roche, Medical Director, Oxford Cancer Intelligence Unit 
 

15.00 Close  

 Please remember to remove your poster from display in Hall 11 
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